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Madam Speaker, it’s time to extend 

and ultimately make permanent the 
visa waiver program. Our friends in Po-
land have proven their steadfast dedi-
cation to the cause of freedom and 
friendship with the United States. We 
must do the same. 

f 

SUPPORT AND SYMPATHY FOR 
THE PEOPLE OF GEORGIA 

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my support 
and sympathy for the people of Geor-
gia, including so many of my constitu-
ents who have been affected by the dev-
astating floods across the Southeast. 
From flooded basements to homes, 
businesses and schools that are com-
pletely under water, the damage is 
acute, an estimated $250 million. 

Mr. Speaker, most tragically the 
flooding in Georgia has claimed nine 
lives, including two in the counties 
that I represent, little 2-year-old Pres-
ton Slade Crawford from Carroll Coun-
ty and 15-year-old Nick Osley from 
Chattooga County. My thoughts and 
prayers are with their families at this 
incredibly difficult time. 

I do want to take a moment to com-
mend the first responders and the 
State officials who have been working 
around the clock since the flooding 
began. We owe a tremendous debt of 
gratitude for their efforts. 

I will continue to work with Gov-
ernor Perdue and with the State and 
local officials to ensure that they are 
getting the resources they need to help 
recover from these floods. My thoughts 
and prayers remain with all of those af-
fected by the floods as we look forward 
to recovery. 

f 

b 1915 

HAS AMERICA FLINCHED? 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
tiny tyrant from Iran, President 
Ahmadinejad, is speaking at the United 
Nations today, continuing to spread his 
hate against Israel and the United 
States. He’s taunting the world with 
his nuclear program—by intimidation. 
He wants a nuclear bomb. And recent 
leaked reports say he’s got all the ele-
ments to build a nuclear weapon. 

The administration has abandoned 
the American missile defense shield 
based in Poland that was to protect us 
from Iranian missiles. Just a few days 
ago, one popular Polish newspaper had 
the front page headline that said, ‘‘Be-
trayed! The United States has sold us 
to the Russians and stabbed us in the 
back.’’ We have left our allies vulner-
able—like Poland—who stand with us 
fighting terrorism in Afghanistan. 

The little fella in the desert has chal-
lenged the United States of America. 

He’s called us out, and we backed off. 
We have succumbed to the Desert Rat’s 
demands. 

Truman, Kennedy, Reagan. None of 
these historical giants ever backed 
down from a gunslinger’s threats. They 
knew that it was their responsibility to 
protect this Nation. To stand with our 
allies. When they were called out by 
tyrants, they stood their ground and 
did not flinch. 

Has America lost its nerve? We shall 
see. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCMAHON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

FOOTING THE BILL FOR AN 
AMERICAN EDUCATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I want to discuss 
an issue that is important to border 
counties along the Texas-Mexico bor-
der. One of those particular areas is in 
Del Rio, Texas. It’s a border town that 
borders Mexico. Every day, students 
from Mexico cross from Mexico into 
the United States to go to American 
schools. Some of those individuals have 
visas to go to private schools. But the 
vast majority of them, it appears, do 
not have any type of visas to go to 
American schools. And they come in 
and go to our public schools. 

On the first day of school this year, 
the superintendent of the San Felipe 
Del Rio School District had counted 
the people that came across into the 
United States and told those individ-
uals, through other people, that they 
had to have visas or they could not go 
to public schools or private schools. 

550 students crossed into the United 
States, and only 150 of them had visas, 
presumably, to go to private schools. 
The rest of those went to public 
schools. 

Now this is not an issue of citizen-
ship, because the Supreme Court has 
stated—and I think incorrectly so— 
that if a person is in the United States, 
they can go to the public schools in 
this country, regardless of whether 
they’re a citizen or not. 

This is an issue of living in the dis-
trict, the school district where these 
kids go to school. Under Texas law, you 
must live in the district to be allowed 
to go to public school. Now this applies 
to everybody, citizens and noncitizens. 

For example, if somebody is from 
Oklahoma, they can’t go to a public 
school in Texas because they don’t live 
in the district. The same is true of for-
eign students, whether they are legal 
or illegal. 

And so the reason for this is because 
in Texas most of the money that goes 

to support public schools comes from 
property taxes. That’s where people 
who live in that school district, they 
pay the money for people to go to the 
school. 

It’s an increasing problem along the 
Texas-Mexico border because more and 
more schools are being built, and the 
reason they are being built is there are 
people who live in other districts and 
many of them in foreign countries that 
cross the border every day, go to public 
school in the United States, do not live 
in the district, and, of course, they 
don’t help pay for those schools that 
are being built to serve them. 

Well, I was down on the Texas-Mex-
ico border not too long ago. I stood on 
the bridge between El Paso and Mexico. 
One morning, hundreds of kids came 
across the border. I’m standing on the 
international border, turning around 
and looking at the kids coming into 
the United States. 

These are a bunch of high school stu-
dents going to our public schools. 
Down here are a bunch of elementary 
going to our schools. And some of them 
are going to private schools as well. 

What happens is the cost for sup-
porting people who don’t live in these 
districts, many of them foreign nation-
als, many of them illegally in the 
United States, goes to the people who 
live in those districts. And it seems to 
me that it’s only fair that people 
should not be going to public schools in 
the United States if they don’t live in 
the districts that have to support their 
education, free to them but not free to 
the other people who live in those dis-
tricts, through property taxes. 

So I commend those border counties, 
those small school districts, those 
areas of the State of Texas that are 
poor to begin with for having to con-
tinually raise property taxes—taxes 
that have to be paid by legal immi-
grants, paid by American citizens—to 
pay for the education of people that 
don’t even live in the United States. 

I think the time has come for us to 
enforce the border, enforce the rule of 
law in the United States, and to pre-
vent people who, every day—not at 
their expense—cross the border, go to 
the schools in the United States, to 
public school, don’t live here, don’t pay 
for that education, but expect and 
make somebody else pay for that. 

That’s just not right. And I commend 
those school districts that are trying 
to get a grasp on the cost of education 
for people who live in those small rural 
areas and those counties along the bor-
der of the United States and Mexico, 
because those people who live in those 
areas foot the bill for the expense of 
public education. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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